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COVID-19: Highlights and Situation Overview 

• The 73rd World Health Assembly (WHA) which opened on May 18, focused on 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Member States delivered statements, reported their 

progress in fighting the coronavirus, shared knowledge on the evolving 

situation and considered a draft resolution on COVID-19. In his opening remarks 

at the World Health Assembly, WHO Director-General Dr Tedros declared: ‘We 

have come together as the nations of the world to confront the defining health 

crisis of our time.’ In conclusion, he asserted that the COVID-19 pandemic 

reminds us that we need a healthier, safer and fairer world with a stronger WHO 

to support this goal. 

• China announced during the virtual event opening the 73rd session of the 

World Health Assembly that it will provide USD 2billions over two years to help 

with COVID-19 response and with economic and social development in 

affected countries, especially developing countries. 

• According to Brunei’s Minister of Religious Affairs, the opening of mosques, 

suraus and religious halls will be carried out in four phases and with certain 

procedures and guidelines. The first phase will be implemented for three weeks, 

for the Friday prayers on May 29, June 5 and June 12. According to the 

guidelines of praying in congregations at mosques, handshakes and staying 

too long at the mosque as well as exceeding quota capacity are not allowed. 

Congregants also need to scan the mosque QR code to enter. In addition, 

Brunei reports no new COVID-19 case/s for 13 consecutive days since May 7. 

• Cambodia reported no new case/s for 36 consecutive days since April 12. 

• A Philippine government spokesman said last May 19 that it planned to ramp 

up efforts to test Filipinos for COVID-19, after health officials reported that far 

less than 1 percent of the country’s 110 million people had been tested for the 

virus. The plan is to be able to reach the capacity of doing 30,000 tests a day. 

The country’s capacity to test for the coronavirus had grown to an average of 

11,127 tests per day (as of May 15) compared with around 5,000 daily tests as 

of May 2.  

• According to the multi-ministry task force on the COVID-19 outbreak today 

(May 20), Singapore’s circuit breaker will formally end on June 1. At a virtual 

press conference, the task force outlined the broad plan to transition 

Singapore in phases of stringent measures eventually into a new normal until 

an effective vaccine or treatment for COVID-19 is developed. In the first phase, 

known as “safe reopening”, more people will be allowed to return to their 

workplaces, with priority given to critical sectors and businesses that operate in 

settings with lower coronavirus transmission risks. And according to Trade and 

Industry Minister, those who are working from home should continue to work 

from home. More businesses will also be allowed to resume operations starting 

June 2. 

• Thailand government’s Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) 

reported on May 19 that pubs, bars and entertainment facilities would be 

permitted to reopen in the coming weeks if the regular count of new COVID-

19 cases remains in single digits. CCSA confirmed that the COVID-19 situation 

in Thailand continues to improve and has dropped to single digits for the past 

22 days. 



• Students in South Korea started to return to school on today (May 20). Students 

are required to comply with temperature checks and were given sanitizers to 

wash their hands as they entered school premises.  

 

Travel Advisories (new update/s)  

• Vietnam: Vietnam’s Immigration Department has announced last May 19 that 

it will extend temporary residence permits for those that have entered before 

March 1 until the end of June 30. Foreigners that have entered on visa-free 

policies, e-visas, or tourist visas since March 1 will also be entitled to the same 

automatic extension program until June 30. 

• Thailand: Domestic travellers arriving at Bangkok’s 2 airports are not required to 

quarantine for 14 days, but the quarantine rule applies for Chiang Mai and 

Chiang Rai. Passengers arriving at Chiang Mai International Airport must 

complete the tracking form “Chor Mor 1” and will also be handed a guide on 

14-day quarantine. All foreign passengers arriving on domestic flights to Chiang 

Mai will be required to stay at hotels designated by the provincial authorities 

for 14 days at their own expense. Meanwhile, domestic passengers arriving at 

Chiang Rai International Airport are required to fill out documents that can be 

downloaded to a mobile phone via a QR code. The documents are from the 

province’s administration and public health departments.  

 

Cases and Deaths as of 20 May 2020 

• As of May 20 (2PM, GMT+8), worldwide, there were 4,928,541 confirmed cases, 

including 321,652 deaths. Globally, Case Fatality Ratio (CFR)* is 6.53. 

• In China, there were 84,501 confirmed cases with 4,645 deaths, including 

deaths in Hong Kong (4) and Taiwan (7). Confirmed cases in China include 

confirmed cases in Hong Kong (1,056), Macau (45), and Taiwan (440). 

• 4,844,040 confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been reported in 212 

countries/states (other than China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau): 

REGION COUNTRY 

FIRST 

CONFIRMED 

CASE(S) 

LATEST 

CONFIRMED 

CASE(S) 

CONFIRMED 

CASES/ 

(Deaths) 

CASE 

FATALITY 

RATIO* 

ASIA PACIFIC Thailand 13 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 3,033 (56) 1.85 

Vietnam 23 Jan 2020 18 May 2020 324  

Singapore 23 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 28,794 (22) 0.08 

Malaysia 25 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 6,978 (114) 1.63 

Cambodia 27 Jan 2020 12 Apr 2020 122  

Philippines 30 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 12,942 (837) 6.47 

Indonesia 02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 18,496 (1,221) 6.60 

Brunei  10 Mar 2020 07 May 2020 141 (1) 0.71 

Myanmar 23 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 191 (6) 3.14 

Lao PDR 24 Mar 2020 13 Apr 2020 19  

Japan 16 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 17,011 (756) 4.44 

South Korea 20 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 11,078 (263) 2.37 

Nepal 24 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 402 (2) 0.50 

Australia 25 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 7,068 (99) 1.40 

Sri Lanka 27 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 1,020 (9) 0.88 

India 30 Jan 2020 18 May 2020 96,492 (3,041) 3.15 



 Afghanistan 24 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 7,653 (178) 2.33 

Pakistan 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 43,966 (939) 2.14 

New Zealand 28 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 1,503 (21) 1.40 

Bhutan 05 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 21  

Maldives 07 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,143 (4) 0.35 

Bangladesh 08 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 25,121 (370) 1.47 

Mongolia  10 Mar 2020 18  May 2020 140  

Turkey 10 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 150,593 (4,171) 2.77 

French Polynesia 12 Mar 2020 06 May 2020 60  

Guam 15 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 154 (5) 3.25 

New Caledonia 17 Mar 2020 02 Apr 2020 18  

Fiji 18 Mar 2020 20 Apr 2020 18  

Papua New 

Guinea 
21 Mar 2020 22 Apr 2020 8  

Timor Leste 21 Mar 2020 25 Apr 2020 24  

Northern Mariana 

Islands 
28 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 21 (2) 9.52 

AMERICAS 
USA 21 Jan 2020 18 May 2020 

1,543,541 

(91,600) 
5.93 

Canada 25 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 79,077 (5,996) 7.58 

Brazil 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 262,545 (17,509) 6.67 

Mexico 28 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 51,633 (5,332) 10.33 

Saint Martin 01 Mar 2020 10 May 2020 39 (3) 7.69 

Ecuador  01 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 32,763 (2,688) 8.20 

Dominican 

Republic 
01 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 12,725 (434) 3.41 

Chile 03 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 49,579 (509) 1.03 

Argentina 03 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 8,371 (382) 4.56 

Peru 05 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 94,933 (2,789) 2.94 

Costa Rica 06 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 866 (10) 1.15 

Colombia  06 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 16,295 (592) 3.63 

French Guiana 06 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 210 (1) 0.48 

Martinique 06 Mar 2020 16 May 2020 192 (14) 7.29 

Paraguay 07 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 788 (11) 1.40 

Panama 10 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 9,726 (279) 2.87 

Bolivia  10 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 4,263 (174) 4.08 

Honduras  11 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,798 (146) 5.22 

Cuba 11 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,881 (79) 4.20 

Guyana  11 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 124 (10) 8.06 

Jamaica 12 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 520 (9) 1.73 

St Vincent and the 

Grenadines 
12 Mar 2020 04 May 2020 17  

Saint Lucia 13 Mar 2020 04 May 2020 18  

Trinidad and 

Tobago 
13 Mar 2020 27 Apr 2020 116 (8) 6.90 

Venezuela  13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 618 (10) 1.62 

Guatemala 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,001 (38) 1.90 



Uruguay 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 737 (20) 2.71 

Curacao 13 Mar 2020 25 Apr 2020 16 (1) 6.25 

Puerto Rico  13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,805 (124) 4.42 

Suriname 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 11 (1) 9.09 

Antigua and 

Barbuda 
13 Mar 2020 02 May 2020 25 (3) 12.00 

Guadeloupe 13 Mar 2020 13 May 2020 155 (13) 8.39 

Cayman Islands 13 Mar 2020 16 May 2020 94 (1) 1.06 

Aruba 14 Mar 2020 06 May 2020 101 (2) 1.98 

Bahamas 15 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 96 (11) 11.46 

US Virgin Islands 16 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 69 (6) 8.70 

Sint Maarten 17 Mar 2020 17 May 2020 77 (15) 19.48 

Montserrat 17 Mar 2020 25 Apr 2020 11 (1) 9.09 

Barbados 17 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 88 (7) 7.95 

El Salvador 18 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,498 (30) 2.00 

Nicaragua 18 Mar 2020 13 May 2020 25 (8) 32.00 

Bermuda 18 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 125 (9) 7.20 

Haiti 19 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 533 (21) 3.94 

Dominica 22 Mar 2020 11 Apr 2020 16  

Grenada 22 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 22  

Belize 23 Mar 2020 14 Apr 2020 18 (2) 11.11 

Turks and Caicos 

Islands 
23 Mar 2020 28 Apr 2020 12 (1) 8.33 

Saint Kitts and 

Nevis 
24 Mar 2020 20 Apr 2020 15  

British Virgin 

Islands 
25 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 8 (1) 12.50 

Anguilla 26 Mar 2020 03 Apr 2020 3  

Caribbean 

Netherlands 
01 Apr 2020 04 May 2020 6  

Falkland Islands 03 Apr 2020 24 Apr 2020 13  

Saint Pierre and 

Miquelon 
05 Apr 2020 05 Apr 2020 1  

 EUROPE France 24 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 180,809 (28,022) 15.50 

Germany 27 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 177,735 (8,169) 4.60 

Finland 29 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 6,399 (301) 4.70 

Italy 30 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 226,699 (32,169) 14.19 

Russian Federation 31 Jan 2020 19 May 2020  299,941 (2,837) 0.95 

Spain 31 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 278,803 (27,778) 9.96 

Sweden 31 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 30,799 (3,743) 12.15 

United Kingdom of 

Great Britain  
31 Jan 2020 19 May 2020 248,818 (35,341) 14.20 

Belgium 05 Feb 2020  19 May 2020 55,791 (9,108) 16.33 

Switzerland 25 Feb 2020 19 May  2020 30,618 (1,890) 6.17 

Austria 25 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 16,321 (632) 3.87 

Croatia 25 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 2,232 (96) 4.30 

Norway 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 8,264 (233) 2.82 



Romania 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 17,191 (1,126) 6.55 

Estonia 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 1,791 (64) 3.57 

Georgia  26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 702 (12) 1.71 

North Macedonia 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 1,839 (106) 5.76 

Greece 26 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 2,840 (165) 5.81 

Denmark 27 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 11,044 (551) 4.99 

San Marino 27 Feb 2020 18 May 2020 655 (41) 6.26 

Lithuania  27 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 1,562 (60) 3.84 

Netherlands  27 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 44,249 (5,715) 12.92 

Azerbaijan 27 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 3,387 (40) 1.18 

Belarus  28 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 31,508 (175) 0.56 

Iceland 28 Feb 2020 13 May 2020 1,802 (10) 0.55 

Ireland 28 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 24,200 (1,547) 6.39 

Monaco 29 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 97 (4) 4.12 

Czech Republic 01 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 8,604 (301) 3.50 

Luxembourg 01 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 3,947 (107) 2.71 

Armenia 01 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 5,041 (64) 1.27 

Latvia 02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,012 (21) 2.08 

Portugal  02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 29,432 (1,247) 4.24 

Andorra 02 Mar 2020 17 May 2020 761 (51) 6.70 

Liechtenstein 03 Mar 2020 27 Apr 2020 82 (1) 1.22 

Ukraine  03 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 18,876 (548) 2.90 

Slovenia  04 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,467 (104) 7.09 

Hungary  04 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 3,556 (467) 13.13 

Poland 04 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 19,268 (948) 4.92 

Faroe Islands 04 Mar 2020 23 Apr 2020 187  

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 
05 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,321 (134) 5.77 

Gibraltar 05 Mar 2020 14 May 2020 147**  

Slovakia 06 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 1,495 (28) 1.87 

Serbia 06 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 10,733 (234) 2.18 

Vatican City 06 Mar 2020 08 May 2020 12  

Malta 07 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 569 (6) 1.05 

Moldova  07 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 6,138 (219) 3.57 

Bulgaria 08 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,259 (112) 4.96 

Albania  09 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 949 (31) 3.27 

Cyprus 09 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 917 (17) 1.85 

Channel Islands 09 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 555 (43) 7.75 

Jersey 10 Mar 2020 17 May 2020 303 (27) 8.91 

Kazakhstan 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 6,751 (35) 0.52 

Kosovo 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 988 (29) 2.94 

Uzbekistan 15 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,825 (13) 0.46 

Greenland 16 Mar 2020 05 Apr 2020 11  

Montenegro 17 Mar 2020 10 May 2020 324 (9) 2.78 

Kyrgyztan 18 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,243 (14) 1.13 

Isle of Man 19 Mar 2020 17 May 2020 335 (24) 7.16 



 Tajikistan 30 Apr 2020 19 May 2020 1,936 (41) 2.12 

MIDDLE EAST UAE 29 Jan 2020 19 May 2020  25,063 (227) 0.91 

Iran 19 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 124,603 (7,119) 5.71 

Israel 21 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 16,650 (277) 1.66 

Lebanon  21 Feb 2020  23 May 2020 954 (26) 2.73 

Kuwait  24 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 16,764 (121) 0.72 

Oman 24 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 5,671 (27) 0.48 

Bahrain  24 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 7,374 (12) 0.16 

Iraq 24 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 3,554 (127) 3.57 

Qatar 29 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 35,606 (15) 0.04 

Saudi Arabia 02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 59,854 (329) 0.55 

Jordan  02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 629 (9) 1.43 

Palestine  05 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 570 (4) 0.70 

Syria 22 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 58 (3) 5.17 

Yemen 10 Apr 2020 18 May 2020 128 (20) 15.63 

AFRICA Egypt 14 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 12,764 (645) 5.05 

Algeria 25 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 7,377 (561) 7.60 

Nigeria 28 Feb 2020 19 May 2020 6,175 (191) 3.09 

Tunisia 02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,043 (46) 4.41 

Morocco 02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 6,972 (193) 2.77 

Senegal 02 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,617 (30) 1.15 

South Africa 05 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 16,433 (286) 1.74 

Cameroon 06 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 3,529 (140) 3.97 

Togo 06 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 330 (12) 3.64 

Burkina Faso 09 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 796 (51) 6.41 

Democratic 

Republic of Congo 
10 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,538 (61) 3.97 

Ivory Coast 11 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,119 (28) 1.32 

Reunion 11 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 446  

Ghana 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 5,918 (31) 0.52 

Guinea 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 2,796 (16) 0.57 

Gabon 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,432 (11) 0.77 

Sudan 13 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 2,591 (105) 4.05 

Kenya  13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 963 (50) 5.19 

Ethiopia 13 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 365 (5) 1.37 

Central African 

Republic 
14 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 366  

Seychelles 14 Mar 2020 06 Apr 2020 11  

Rwanda  14 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 297  

Namibia 14 Mar 2020 05 Apr 2020 16  

Swaziland 14 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 205 (2) 0.98 

Mauritania 14 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 81 (4) 4.94 

Mayotte   14 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,370 (18) 1.31 

Equatorial Guinea 15 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 719 (7) 0.97 

Republic of Congo 15 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 412 (15) 3.64 

Benin 16 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 339 (2) 0.59 

Liberia  16 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 233 (23) 9.87 

Tanzania 16 Mar 2020 15 May 2020 509 (21) 4.13 

Somalia  16 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,455 (57) 3.92 

Gambia 17 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 24 (1) 4.17 

Zambia 17 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 772 (7) 0.91 

Mauritius 18 Mar 2020 02 May 2020 332 (10) 3.01 

Djibouti 18 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,518 (7) 0.46 

Niger  19 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 909 (55) 6.05 

Chad 19 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 519 (53) 10.21 

Zimbabwe 20 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 46 (4) 8.70 



 

 

 

Timeline of COVID-19: ASEAN (continuation) 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cape Verde 20 Mar 2020 17 May 2020 328 (3) 0.91 

Madagascar 20 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 326 (2) 0.61 

Uganda 21 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 260  

Eritrea 21 Mar 2020 19 Apr 2020 39  

Angola 21 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 50 (3) 6.00 

Mozambique 22 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 145  

Libya 24 Mar 2020 17 May 2020 65 (3) 4.62 

Guinea-Bissau 25 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 1,032 (4) 0.39 

Mali 25 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 874 (52) 5.95 

Botswana  30 Mar 2020 13 May 2020 25 (1) 4.00 

Sierra Leone 31 Mar 2020 19 May 2020 519 (33) 6.36 

Burundi 31 Mar 2020 18 May 2020 42 (1) 2.38 

Malawi 02 Apr 2020 18 May 2020 70 (3) 4.29 

South Sudan 05 Apr 2020 18 May 2020 290 (4) 1.38 

Sao Tome and 

Principe 
06 Apr 2020 19 May 2020 246 (7) 2.85 

 Lesotho 13 May 2020 13 May 2020 1  

 
   

4,844,040 

(317,007) 
 

The calculated CFR is based on reported deaths and reported case counts, and does not account for recovered cases over 

time or rate of testing in a particular region. 

**corrected value from the last report 
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