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This report is the result of media monitoring on infectious and emerging diseases happening
around the world and among the ASEAN Member States. In order to improve pandemic and
epidemic preparedness and response in the ASEAN Region. We provide this report three times
a week starting January 2024.

Global Situation

COVID-19

Bangladesh reported 37 more COVID-19 cases in March 2, increasing its total caseload
to 2,048,588, according to the Directorate General of Health Services (UNB, 2024). The
official death toll remains at 29,491, with a daily case test positivity rate of 6.22%. [Full
article]

New Zealand: The number of COVID-19 cases reported in the last week has slightly
decreased from the previous week, with 5,575 cases reported and a seven-day rolling
average of 796 (RZIN News, 2024). Health New Zealand confirmed that household
contacts of someone positive for COVID-19 are no longer recommended to test daily,
unless they develop symptoms themselves. The seven-day rolling average of new cases
was down from 868 the week before. [Full article]

Dengue

Bangladesh has admitted nine new dengue cases in a day (News Desk,
2024). Increasing the number of infections to 1,407 since January 1, following the worst
outbreak last year. The death toll remains unchanged at 17. [Full article]

Measles

Japan: A measles infection was confirmed in a foreign tourist in Nara City earlier this
year, and an infection was reported in Tokyo in a 0-year-old boy whose route of infection
is unknown (Mainichi, 2024). To prevent an epidemic, it is desirable for 95% of the
population to receive two doses of the vaccine. [Full article]

The United States (US): Michigan's Washtenaw County Health Department reports
Michigan's third measles case this year (Clarke, K., 2024). Measles is a highly contagious
and preventable disease spread through direct contact and airborne fransmission. The
person's age and cause remain unknown. [Full arficle]
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Regional Situation

Dengue

e Indonesia: The West Java Provincial Government reported that there have been 5,653
Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever (DHF) cases in West Java, with 41 declared dead (Sarasa
A.B, 2024). [Full arficle]

In East Java Dengue cases have increased significantly, reaching 3,638 cases by
February 2024 (Hakim L, 2024). The governor has appealed to the public to promote the
Mosquito Nest Eradication movement, aiming fo increase community participation and
empowerment. [Full article]

e The Philippines: The Department of Health (DOH) reported a 11% reduction in dengue
cases in the Philippines from January 14 to 27, 2024, compared to the preceding period
from January 1 to 13, 2024, which had 8,368 cases (HDT, 2024). The number of dengue
deaths from January 1 to February 10, 2024, was 67. The DOH attributed the increase to
the El Nino season, as people store water, which becomes breeding grounds for
mosquitoes. The DOH has called for the public to strengthen the implementation of the

5S strategy against dengue.[Full article]
Rabies

¢ Indonesia: A child died in South Timor Tengah District, East Nusa Tenggara Province, due
to rabies, marking the third case in 2024 (Rambu B, 2024). The total number of rabies-
related deaths in South Timor Tengah District is 3. Since 2023, bite victims have reached
3,552, and 3,533 vaccinated people have been bitten by dogs. Health, Citizenship and
Civil Registration Office reported four cases of rabies deaths in 2024, with the increase in
deaths indicating a total of 5 deaths in East Nusa Tenggara in 2024. [Full article]
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