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This report is the result of media monitoring on infectious and emerging diseases happening
around the world and among the ASEAN Member States. In order to improve pandemic and
epidemic preparedness and response in the ASEAN Region. We provide this report three times
a week starting January 2024.

Global Situation

Covid-19

Bangladesh reported 32 more COVID-19 cases in the last 24 hours, with 587 samples
tested, a positivity rate of 5.45% (The Daily Observer, 2024). The country's total fatalities
remained at 29,492, with 2,048,914 cases and 2,015,914 recoveries. The first case
occurred on March 8, 2020.[Full article]

New Zealand: COVID-19 cases have decreased since last week, with 4,803 new cases
reported and 24 deaths aftributed to the virus (News R, 2024). The health agency
advised household contacts of someone positive to stay home and test daily unless they
develop symptoms themselves. If a person tested negative but had COVID-19
symptoms, they should stay at home and test again in 24 and 48 hours. [Full article]

The United State (US): Lexington, Kentucky, has experienced a significant increase in
COVID-19 cases and deaths over the past four years, with 132,025 confirmed cases and
828 deaths (John McGary, 2024). The Lexington-Fayette County Health Department
reported that 828 families have been irreversibly changed due to the pandemic. The
Centers for Disease Confrol and Prevention (CDC) issued new recommendations to
reduce strain on medical providers, allowing patients to return to normal activities after
symptoms improve after 24 hours. The vaccine has been effective in providing
protection, but symptoms are less severe and hospitalizations are less likely. The vaccine
is not a guarantee against COVID. [Full arficle]

Dengue

Bangladesh: Two more people died from dengue fever in Bangladesh, bringing the total
fatalities to 20 this year (EM, 2024). The number of affected people increased to 1,484
this year, with 12 patients hospitalized. Four new cases were reported in the capital and
eight outside. 65 patients were undergoing treatment at various hospitals. The country
recorded its record highest dengue deaths in 2023, with 321,179 patients admitted and
318,749 released last year. [Full article]
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https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=463638
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/covid-19/511398/covid-19-update-4803-new-cases-24-deaths
https://www.weku.org/lexington-richmond/2024-03-10/lexington-marks-four-year-anniversary-of-first-covid-19-case-cdc-issues-new-recommendations
https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=463633

Measles

Taiwan (Province of China): A 30-year-old woman from Malaysia has been diagnosed

with measles after traveling with a friend from February 16-20, 2024 to Malaysia (CNA

’

2024). She returned to Taiwan on the same flight as the first overseas migration case this

year, was monitored for health until March 9. [Full article]

The United States (US): A second case of measles has been reported in a Pilsen migrant
shelter, involving a child attending a CPS school (Wade, S., Cauguiran, C. and ABC7
Chicago Digital Team, 2024). This marks the third person in Chicago to transmit the virus
since last Thursday. A team from the CDC will be sent to Chicago to help with the
response. The first child has recovered and is no longer infectious. Residents at the shelter
who were recently vaccinated have been encouraged to quarantine for 21 days.
Chicago Public Schools has nofified staff and families of the CPS school the migrant child
attended to be aware of the situation. Californian Department of Public Health (CDPH)
is working with medical teams to vaccinate the remaining 13% of residents who have
not presented proof of vaccination. [Full arficle]

Pertussis

The United States (US): The Chelan-Douglas Health District is investigating an increase in
pertussis cases, including 17 confirmed cases (Staff, One News, 2024). An additional
case, reportedly unrelated to the earlier cases, has raised concerns about the disease
spreading beyond the initial clusters. The district is actively tracking the situation. [Full
arficle]

Regional Situation

Dengue

Indonesia: Dengue fever cases in West Java have increased due to El Nino, reaching
7,543 cases as of March 8, 2024 and 58 cases have been fatal (Joumilena, E., 2024). The
three cities with the highest dengue cases are Bogor City (848), West Bandung District
(840), and Subang District(691). [Full article]

In Cileungsi General Hospital, Bogor District has treated 65 Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever
(DHF) patients this year, with 25 still undergoing intensive tfreatment (Redaksi, 2024). The
hospital is currently treating 25 patients, with 65 patients reported in the last few weeks.
[Full article]

Other cases reported, DHF infected 229 people in Gunungkidul District in 2024, with two
deaths (Ginting N.S, 2024). The highest cases were in Kapanewon Wonosari and Paliyan.
Dengue cases increased sharply compared to 2023, with 260 cases and one death. [Full
article]

Thailand: Dengue cases in Thailand have risen to 17,783 cases this year, more than
double the previous year (The Nation, 2024). The disease has claimed 25 lives in 16
provinces. The Public Health Minister has instructed provincial disease conftrol
committees to coordinate with health volunteers and spray mosquito-killing chemicals
in community areas. [Full article]
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Hand Footl and Mouth Disease

e The Philippines: From January 1 to February 24, the lloilo Provincial Health Office
recorded 112 cases of hand-foot-and-mouth disease (HFMD), a 96% decrease from the
2,782 cases recorded in 2023 (Sornito, I, 2024). The highest number of cases was
reported in Lambunao, followed by Banate, Barotac Viejo, Igbaras, Oton, San Dionisio,
Lemery, Badiangan, and Leon. The remaining towns reported no cases. [Full artficle]

Pertussis

¢ Vietnam: The Hanoi Center for Disease Conftrol reported 9 cases of whooping cough
from January to March 2024, compared to no cases in 2022 and 2023. Most children with
pertussis have not received enough vaccinations, making vaccination the most
effective prevention measure (Baodientuvty, 2024). The Hanoi Department of Health
recommends vaccination at 2 months, 3 months, 4 months, and 18 months. Additionally,
clean environments, personal hygiene, and recognizing signs of illness are crucial for
proper treatment. [Full article]
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